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Espoma Organic and National Garden Clubs 
Are Partnering To Help Communities 

Be a part of ‘Plant America’ 

and watch your community grow!

Your good work deserves  to be recognized...

A natural in the garden since 1929.

Visit us at www.espoma.com and join our gardening community 

Your local garden projects and programs provide inspiring opportunities that bring 
neighbors, cultures and generations together to share the experience and joy of 
gardening. As recognition of the valuable resource that your club contributes to 
your community, up to 20 local garden clubs across America will 
be awarded grants. Recipients will earn up to $250 of Espoma 
Organic Plant Foods & Potting Soils. So be inspired America! 
Join our effort to Plant America Together. Register your garden 
club today! Sign up at: www.espoma.com/garden-clubs. 
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THE COVER
A light blanket of snow rests on 
the scarlet fruit, or “drupes” of a 
highbush cranberry (Viburnum 

opulus var. americanum L. Ait – also 
known as Viburnum trilobum). 

Native to North America, the hardy, 
deciduous shrub is a member of the 
honeysuckle family, even though its 
fruit resembles cranberries in both 

appearance and taste. Photo by 
Arabella Dane.
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he year 2020 presented us with 
remarkable changes. With the 

arrival of 2021, I encourage garden club 
members to reflect 
on the adversity of 
the past year, but 
more importantly, 
on outstanding 
achievements.  And 
while we experienced 
so many life-changing 
events in 2020 – many 
of which caused severe 
interruptions in our 
everyday lives – this 
time of volatility and 
change required us to 
rethink and restructure 
how we can effectively continue our 
volunteer efforts.  
    Throughout our nation and 
internationally, garden club volunteers 
have leapt into the digital and virtual 
world by creating new ways to meet, 
educate and grow. NGC members 
have invented new ways to meet, such 

as organizing safe environments for 
outdoor meetings.  Staying connected, 
which is vital to our organization, 

is achieved also 
through weekly digital 
newsletters, virtual 
presentations and 
business meetings using 
video conferencing 
platforms.  Many 
states and regions 
have provided virtual 
awards recognitions 
as well.  The online 
digital newsletters 
from all different levels 
of garden clubs show 
that active members 

continue to achieve great things in their 
communities. NGC educational schools 
are now available through online courses 
that have involved many members 
across our nation. Please make an effort 
to look at the NGC website at gardenclub.
org to see the many happenings.  
    Our NGC International Affiliates 

T

Gay L. Austin
2019-2021 NGC President

President’s Message

“ ...garden club 
volunteers have 

leapt into the digital 
and virtual world by 
creating new ways to 

meet, educate  
and grow. ”


