








MARY’S MUSINGS

The environment, after all, is where we all meet, where we
all have a mutual interest. It is one thing that all of us share.

Welcome Spring!

Spring is the season of renewal and new beginnings, the
blossoming of nature. As the ground grows softer,
gardeners plant their seeds. Spring ushers in the time to
renew our commitment to the environment.

National Garden Clubs, Inc. is committed to the
conservation and health of our planet and declares April
2022 as PLANT AMERICA MONTH! (See the printable
proclamation on the following page.)

PLANT AMERICA inspires members to branch out beyond
the confines of their backyard beds and apply their ardor
for gardening to broader community initiatives.

PLANT AMERICA’s roots began in 2017 under the
leadership of former NGC President Nancy Hargroves.
NGC’s focus on community-centered projects and efforts
seeds our PLANT AMERICA ambition. We positively
influence our environment by dedicating our work to
preserving ecosystems and engaging in civic
beautification.

PLANT AMERICA embodies NGC’'s commitment to raising
awareness about environmental issues, including land
preservation, water conservation, sustainability and
access to green space such as public parks.

PLANT AMERICA promotes the love of gardening, floral
design, civic and environmental responsibility.

PLANT AMERICA projects enhance public lands, honor
our veterans with Blue Star landscaping projects and
educate people about the joys of gardening. They create
pride through local, city and county projects. NGC awards
PLANT AMERICA Community Grants to member clubs for
these impressive and creative projects.

PLANT AMERICA envisions a growing community of not
only dedicated gardeners but also citizens who are
passionate environmentalists and nature enthusiasts.

The National Gardener/Spring 2022

Lady Bird Johnson

PLANT AMERICA embraces environmental challenges as a
source of inspiration for new projects and initiatives.
Through education and communication, NGC leads our
communities into a greener and cleaner future.

Earth Day and Arbor Day, observed in April, are
dedicated to preserving and rejuvenating our natural
environments. Earth Day’s 2022 theme, “Invest in Our
Planet,” calls on all of us to preserve, protect and restore
the environment. We contribute to the health of our
families, livelihoods and ourselves by investing our
energy and efforts into caring for our planet.

As we celebrate the 150" anniversary of Arbor Day,
PLANT AMERICA “Each One, Plant One” encourages
everyone to plant a native tree and honor Arbor Day.

Please join NGC and share your love of gardening in and
around your community by celebrating National Garden
Week June 5-11, 2022.

Spring is the season of a new beginning. As fresh buds
bloom, put on your garden gloves, grab your tools,
PLANT AMERICA and Play Outdoors!
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Seeds
on Ice

1.1 Million Seeds on Ice:
The Svalbard Seed Vault

Karin Rindal

As a home gardener, you might only be marginally aware of the
huge amount of scientific research and development efforts that
go into maintaining our global food supply, particularly now,
considering threats of climate change.

The Svalbard Seed Vault, located in northern Norway, is one
increasingly important tool to address these issues. It houses the
world’s largest and most diverse collection of seeds. Currently it
accepts seeds from eighty-nine participants. This includes
countries, some with their own national and regional duplicate
seed banks, as well as from Indigenous peoples like the Cherokee
Nation. Supported by international treaty, it is a giant “global
safe deposit box” for almost 6,000 plant species’ seed stock.

Why a master seed vault?

As the world's largest repository, its mission is to safeguard plant
material against both natural disasters and wars. More than five
hundred scientists, from around the world, participate in
elements of this process of collection. Their goal is to save as
many distinct crop varieties as possible within its content.
Through their efforts, future generations will be able to
distribute and regenerate seed varieties, if necessary. Both
common and rare varieties are included in Svalbard, including 32
Irish potato varieties. Though deposits principally are feed
grains, they also include bean, forage grasses and herbs.
Developing countries were the origin locations of most of these
food crops yet are also the most vulnerable to disasters, ranging
from war to storage system failures, jeopardizing seed storage
there. Floral, medicinal or ornamental varieties are not included.

Across the world there are 200,000 types of wheat, 30,000 types
of corn and 47,000 types of sorghum. Yet, plant diversity is
declining. In fact, the world now gets 40% of its calories from just
corn, wheat and rice making us more vulnerable to climate
change’s impact on food supplies and the seed bank’s necessity.

The widespread replacement with modern uniform varieties has
resulted in significant genetic erosion. As an example, even
though bananas are the developing world's fourth most
important crop, in terms of production value, nearly all of the
bananas sold globally are just one variety - Cavendish, which is
very susceptible to a deadly fungus called Panama Tropical Race
4. If not stopped, it could wipe out the $25 billion banana
industry. Monoculture crops can create unforeseen problems.

On the other hand, just one type of wheat can have 100 crosses.
Corn varieties are unique for fresh eating, grinding into flour,
generating popcorn, or use in beer, corn syrup and for fuel.

(Continued on page 15)















