








MARY’S MUSINGS

National Garden Clubs
(NGC) continues to share
the appreciation and
connection to nature and
the outdoors. Over the past
year, NGC has seen an
unparalleled commitment
from our members. Resilient
and adaptable as always, we worked together to find new
ways to connect during this physically distanced time.

Our theme, PLANT AMERICA, includes all aspects of gardening
and horticulture, in addition to water and conservation
concerns. We encourage a variety of programs: Blue/Gold Star
Memorial plantings, community gardens, victory gardens,
refresh waterways, town plantings - the possibilities are
endless. Projects in local communities distinguish us from the
work of other gardening organizations. Towns, cities,
neighborhoods and roadsides across America are all
beneficiaries of National Garden Clubs’ programs. We
continue to offer and award PLANT AMERICA Community
Project Grants to new and continuing projects of our local
garden clubs. These grants provide financial support to our
member clubs and increase NGC's visibility in communities.

Our members and communication are keys to the success of
our organization. Together, we forge new avenues for staying
connected. Digital communication such as virtual platforms,
email and social media provide the ability to learn from,
communicate and grow with members from coast to coast.
While connecting in person is ideal, virtual platforms prove to
be an asset for NGC. The virtual resources that we discovered
in the midst of adversity have become the new tools that
allow our membership to thrive! The high level of participation
confirms that virtual meetings, workshops and programming
are effective and will enhance the future of garden clubs.
These platforms have opened a threshold of opportunities to
reach a wider audience, not only to engage with members that
we may not have previously been able to reach but, also, to
expand membership.

It is ironic that we are being called to embrace the virtual
world, when the heart and soul of our work requires us to put
down our devices, roll up our sleeves and embrace nature.
Ultimately, as with any healthy garden, balance is the key. We
all must think about the future of NGC, its goals and the best
way to attain those goals. We must have the willingness to
make the changes necessary to reach those goals. Embracing
digital technology is one of them. Often, we hear “don’t fix it if
it’s not broken.” Well, we are not broken, but we have learned
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that there are equally effective ways to bring us together,
which we can and will do in tandem with our timeless
traditions.

This is our time! Our members’ work represents an immense
dedication of time and effort in their commitment to the
organization and the communities served. Our gardeners’
strong love for nature and gardening support fellow NGC
members in their endeavors to protect, preserve, and
conserve natural resources and beautify environments. Each
time our members share their knowledge and talents, NGC has
the opportunity to create long-lasting relationships supporting
our communities. Garden Clubs across the country work hard
to protect and enhance the vitality of our great outdoors. In
today's digital era, there are times we need to remind
ourselves of the natural joys that are waiting for us right
outside our doors. | invite you to "Play Outdoors!” Not work
outdoors. Not toil outdoors. But play! Our gardens and
outdoor spaces are not just chores to be tended; they are
pleasurable gifts for all of us; they are our Playground of
Possibilities! We often forget how important it is to engage in
what makes us happy and to share that enjoyment.

The future of the planet is in the hands of those who care for it
today. What better way to ensure the protection of our
wonderful world than to begin sowing seeds to spark a child’s
curiosity. Can you remember your own youthful joy in
discovering Roly-Poly bugs, colorful fallen leaves or the smell
of freshly mown grass? Our senses reveal the splendor that
nature has to offer. Teaching children about gardening and
playing outdoors offers the opportunity to plant those little
curious seeds that sprout into the excitement to learn and
experience more of nature’s bounty. As we look to the future,
our success is only possible if we first honor our history. If the
gardens of America are our legacy, then our history is the
roots. Gardens’ vibrant blooms represent the promise of the
future, but ones we will only reap if we endeavor to sow their
seeds together. This has always been the mission of NGC and
the story of this great country that we are dedicated to
keeping beautiful. Going forward, we will consider the future,
set challenging goals, and have the determination to achieve
them together. Our shared passion enhances the enjoyment
of learning from and interacting with our world.

So, grab your gardening tools, pick up the kids and get to
playing outdoors. Take your smartphone with you so that you
can snap photos of you and your children playing in the
garden and share them with all of us virtually. It is in this
interest that | look forward to “playing outdoors” with all of
you, as we continue to PLANT AMERICA, together. &
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Happy
Gardener

“Someone” is in my Garden

Charlotte Swanson

If there is a flower that makes one look like a successful gardener it
has to be the lily. Available in a range of heights, the lily exudes a
regal air. Pick a color and most likely a lily will be found wearing it.
Scented or unscented, lilies come in each. As long as the earth
beneath them is not prone towards soggy, they are happy garden
performers.

My favorite lilies however, weren’t chosen for their color, size, or
smell. It was the name that drew me in. A perky maroon and
orange one, sassy enough, named ‘Forever Susan’ had to be added
to the garden because she had my sister’s name - and some of her
character. To welcome my first granddaughter | chose an
appropriately named lily, ‘Bonbini’, a phrase used in Aruba to
welcome people to the island. It dresses up an area of my garden
with its frilly white and pink blossoms that bear a pleasant perfume.
Years ago, when my daughter married in mid-July, there was a
dreamy yellow, fully-scented ‘Honeymoon’ Orienpet lily ready to be
included in the reception bouquets.

While all of these lilies have brought color, fragrance and beauty to
my garden—there is one lily that outshines them all. Again, the
name is to blame, ‘Big Brother’. When my first grandson was
expected, | happened upon this cultivar in a catalog. Although he
was in birth order the second child, | suspected he would be a big
brother to his petite older sister. Indeed, he has since surpassed
her in height and weight. ‘Big Brother’ does live up to its name,
with stout stems that require no support and huge 11-inch flowers
that carry a bold floral scent. It increases modestly each year,
yielding glorious stacks of creamy yellow petals atop 4-5 feet stems.
Now that my grandson is old enough to identify some flowers, it
gives me great pleasure to show him “his” lily and tell him the back
story of its planting.

Occasionally, however, one may find the name of a lily to be a vote
against its inclusion. For example, being named ‘Centerfold’ can
have a negative appeal though the cultivar is gorgeous indeed! Yet
it is a special find when a lily has just the right name that celebrates
someone in one’s life. Recently my grandson has become a big
brother to his newly born brother. Do you suppose there’s a lily
out there that can celebrate baby Ben? There is pleasure in the
hunt for it! €

Charlotte Swanson is a NGC Gardening Consultant.



GARDEN WITH NATURE!
A New NGC Program

Victoria Bergesen

Garden with Nature addresses many concerns shared by
garden club members. This initiative is designed for your
home garden or gardens your club cares for in the
community. We hope to protect our local ecosystems, plants
and animals by Planting Smart, Planting More and Planting
Natives.

The program is chaired by Horticulture Coordinator Bud Qualk
and Environmental Concerns Coordinator Victoria Bergesen.
We have the expertise of two large committees to create
content and to address your questions. Our NGC Committee
members are here to answer your questions relating to
horticulture or environmental issues, to help you plan
projects or suggest endeavors that might be right for your
club, your area and your resources.

Garden with Nature promotes the planting of native plants as
the base of the food chain that supports all wildlife, including
pollinators, vital to our agriculture. The native ecosystems in
the Western Hemisphere have developed independently for
over 80 million years. Microorganisms in the soil, plants and
animals evolved together to create a balanced system. The
balance has long been disturbed by overdevelopment,
pollution, insecticides, and the planting of lawns which
require mowing, irrigation and chemical inputs.

(Continued on page 8)
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Play Outdoors ¢ Sarah Towery
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Bring the
Outdoors

1

Bring the Outdoors In: For Health
Reina Snyder

As Americans spend more time indoors, it has become increasingly important to
stay mindful of our physical and mental health. Over the past few years, bringing
natural, outdoor elements inside has been a popular home décor trend. There’s
good reason. According to the Environmental Protection Agency, the average
American spends 93% of their life indoors with 6% of that total time being spent in
a car. If we don’t have time to go into nature, why not bring nature to us? There
are a number of techniques that can aid us in doing just that. And recent scientific
findings lead the way.

The Smell of the Forest Brings Health Benefits Qing Li, M.D., of Tokyo’s Nippon
Medical School, has developed a mindfulness technique called “shinrin-yoku,” or
“Forest Bathing,” that promotes connecting with nature in the atmosphere of a
forest through our senses of sight, hearing, taste, touch and smell. In his book,
Forest Bathing: How Trees Can Help You Find Health and Happiness, Dr. Li
documents many quantifiable health benefits accruing from the practice of forest
bathing for people of all ages and backgrounds. One particularly interesting finding
is that by diffusing the most prevalent smells of the forest indoors, people can
improve their health—without leaving the house.

The air in a forest is full of natural oils produced by plants and these oils are part of
the plant’s natural defense system. Trees release these natural oils to protect
themselves from bacteria, insects, and fungi. Evergreens such as pine, spruce and
cedar produce the largest amount of natural oils and represent the most prevalent

smell in temperate forests such as Japan’s. These natural oils are often referred to
commercially as essential oils and are readily available for purchase in health food
shops and online.

Dr. Li demonstrates that exposure to forest essential oils elevates levels of natural
killer cells which fight tumors and infections in the immune system, reduces stress
levels and increases the hours of sleep. He also reports other findings that
demonstrate forest essential oils stimulate a pleasant mood and significantly lower
blood pressure and heart rate. For best results, Dr. Li found that exposure to forest
essential oils while patients sleep has the most significant effects, possibly due to
longer exposure times.

Other studies that report significant health benefits derived from exposure to
essential oils include a study performed at the Department of Psychiatry, Mie
University, Tsu, Mie Prefecture, Japan, citing that the citrus fragrance of D-
limonene, commonly found in grapefruit, tangerine, orange and lemon and their
essential oils, is more effective than antidepressants for lifting mood and ensuring
emotional well-being, particularly in patients with mental-health disorders.

Another interesting study involved two nurses employed at the emergency
department at Vanderbilt University Medical Center, Nashville, Tennessee, who
discovered the power of essential oils in reducing stress. Nurses McBride and
Sturges reported they and their co-workers often experienced very high levels of
stress and fatigue. Both nurses used essential oils in their homes to manage stress
and wondered if they could bring relief throughout the emergency department.

(Continued on page 11)







e The Garden Club of Fair Haven, New Jersey

e Flower Show Judge

e Favorite flower: Oh my, hard question to
answer, every time | see a magnolia, it is my
favorite or a hydrangea, it is my favorite,
then Iris is my favorite and of course peony
is my favorite.

e Inmy free time, | walk or read a book.

e Mary’s words: | want to see NGC continue to
grow and branch out with new and exciting
opportunities. Thanks to our dedicated and
talented members who help NGC to flourish.

e Other duties: Liaison to State Presidents and
Region Directors, KIT Editor, Finance, Audit

e Woodland Oaks Garden Club, West Virginia

e Environmental, Gardening, Landscape
Design Consultants, Flower Show Judge,
Four Star

Donna Rouch, 2" Vice
President

Eloree Garden Club, South Carolina

Flower Show Judge, Landscape Design
Consultant

Favorite flower: Lilac and Lily of the Valley

In my free time, | love to work in the garden
with my cats and dogs following along as |
weed, prune, plant and enjoy. | love Sudoku,
crossword puzzles, scrabble and card games.

Other duties: Membership Committee
Orchard Park Garden Club, New York
Flower Show Judge

Favorite flower: Geranium ‘Johnson’s Blue’
and Anemone ‘September Charm’

In my free time, | play with our scruffy
Yorkshire Terrier, Little Jack Hansen, Il or |
read my favorite genre of nice, polite British
murders.

’

Lynette Jeffres, Treasurer




e Other duties: The National Gardener editor

e Sunset Garden Club, Wisconsin

e Environmental, Gardening, Landscape
Design Consultants, Flower Show Judge,
Five Star

e Favorite flower: It really depends on the
time of year since | love so many. My most
treasured flower is a 100+ year heritage
peony that | got from my mother and she
got from her mother. | have shared it with
nieces and great-nieces.

e In my free time, | read, garden and spend
time with my husband and pets.

e Gerianne’s words: | look forward to new
NGC adventures and cherish all my garden

club friends at home and around the world.

e Other duties: Media Coordinator
Belgrade Bloomers Garden Club, Montana

Other duties: Finance Committee

McComb Garden Club and Natchez Garden
Club, Mississippi

Provisional Environmental Consultant,
Flower Show Judge and Instructor

Favorite Flower: Whatever is
blooming...right now the Hydrangea and
Gardenia are fabulous!

In my free time, | take an early morning walk
in the woods - watching and listening as our
world begins to awaken for the day.

Reading Garden Club, Massachusetts
Favorite flower: Peony

In my free time, | pull a book from the “great
pile” and sit with it for a bit.

Suzanne’s words: | look forward to working
with the new NGC Administration and our
“new world” way of doing things.

Betty Cookendorfer, Central
Atlantic Region Director

Patricia Arndt, Parliamentarian




e Other duties: Scholarship Committee e Little Rock Designers Study Club, Verna

e Moneta Garden Club, Virginia Garvan Design Study Club, Arkadelphia
e Landscape Design Consultant Primrose Garden Club, Arkansas
e Favorite flower: Peony e Flower Show Judge
¢ Inmy free time, | love to read. e Favorite flower: Gardenia
e In my free time, | walk outside, garden and
plan designs.

e Rose’s words: | am a third-generation
garden club member. My grandmother,

e Tallahassee Garden Club, Magnolia Circle,
mother and | were members of my

Flor.lda hometown club, Star City Garden Lovers
e Environmental Consultant, Flower Show

s Club. My grandmother was a charter
e Favorite flower: There are LOTS, right now it il A R,

is Hydrangea.

e In my free time, | am usually in the yard
clipping, raking, planting or deadheading. |
walk, read novels, watch tennis and other e Cheyenne Mountain Garden Club, Colorado
sports on TV. | love arranging flowers and e Favorite flower: Coneflower

talking on the phone with friends. In my free time, in winter, | either read or

Lana Finegold, Pacific Region
Director

Carol Yee, Central Region
Director



Healing
Gardens

Time to Heal
Carcille C. Burchette

Here we are and summer is upon us! Many of us have been vaccinated, lending us a bit of confidence that we did not have.
Mask wearing is still present as well as social distancing. BUT, just like dawn removes unwarranted fears and helps us think and
deal with our troubles realistically, so do the long days of summer! We think we can now see the light at the end of the
tunnel...COVID-19 no longer holds us in its grip. All our lives have been impacted by this virus in some way or another. And now
is the time for healing to really begin!

Healing of both body and spirit is needed after these past many months. Planting a Healing Garden can be a wonderful way for
garden club members to heal and provide a place for nonmembers to visit for help with their healing. Begin by looking around
in the community for places such as hospitals, clinics, libraries, churches and even parks where a small Healing Garden can be
planted. Choose a space away from heavy vehicle and human traffic - away from noisy places. Perennials and annuals, perhaps
a tree with a bench beside it, would be a great start to a Healing Garden and can be enlarged later if desired. Add a simple
water feature to provide a calming and peaceful presence. However, do not add statues as research indicates they can be
upsetting to many people.

Garden club members experience the joy of being outside and digging in the soil while creating a place of quiet and peace for
others. Those who come later to enjoy the garden will listen to the sounds of nature, watch butterflies, bees and birds plus
hear the soft gurgle of water. Whether actively planting or passively sitting, healing can occur.

Please consider planting a Healing Garden somewhere in your community. You might brighten someone’s day and provide
respite from stress. Healing is needed now, more than ever. £

Carcille C. Burchette is the immediate past NGC Healing Garden Chair and is the current President of the Garden Clubs of Rentucky.
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Making a Difference
Cheryl Brumbaugh

Norristown Garden Club has been a valuable partner here at Variety — the
Children's Charity of the Delaware Valley. Our relationship with them supports
their garden and greenhouse as well as the education of children to learn the
importance and benefits of gardening. Through Norristown Garden Club's
relationship with Burpee Seed Co., we have been able to obtain various types
of seeds for vegetables and flowers. We utilize the seed in many ways through
the various programs offered at Variety as well as to grow plants for our large
onsite garden.

Variety serves children and young adults with disabilities (ages 5 - 24) in
educational, recreational and vocational programming. The 77-acre campus
hosts a 2-acre garden and two hoop houses that are instrumental in the
vocational training programs. The gardens feature paved pathways, as well as
raised garden beds, so individuals of all abilities are able to garden.

Variety's garden is a key part of VarietyWorks, an innovative workforce development model for individuals aged 14 - 24 with
disabilities. VarietyWorks believes that when young adults with disabilities have access to choices and engage in individualized
instruction and employment experiences, they will become confident, independent, and better prepared for life. Participants
compost, plant, harvest and sell vegetables and flowers to community pop-up shops or at Variety’s own Farm Stand. In
Variety's industrial kitchen, participants utilize some of the produce (e.g., zucchini) to make baked goods they sell to the
community. Weekly, the Philadelphia Zoo purchases leftover produce that serves as valuable nutrition for its animals.

Not only do Variety's gardens reflect the accessibility needs of our population, but also gardening has mental health benefits.
According to the Michigan State University Extension, “Gardening is effective in providing therapy to those with disabilities.” In
addition to the gardens used for growing crops, our campus also features a sensory garden—a therapeutic space to utilize in
times of stress or needed down time. The youth that come to Variety are encouraged to spend time in the garden, engage their
senses and participate in hands-on gardening activities. We believe that our commitment to meet the individualized needs of
participants while teaching them a valuable skill is what makes our gardening programs special and empowers youth to be
active members of their community.

With the shutdown of schools during the COVID pandemic, we have been able to continue to cultivate the love of gardening
through additional community-connected programs, offered outside on the campus at Variety, once per month. Stewart
Middle School youth gardeners and local Girl Scouts meet at Variety to learn, hands-on, about growing plants, container
gardening and design. They also work on entries for the Norristown Garden Club's Fall Flower Show. Norristown Garden Club
has provided opportunities through the seed program to continue these educational programs. Some of these students have
also been involved as mentors in a new Saturday program offered at Variety called "Young Gardeners." &

Cheryl Brumbaugh is a Volunteer Mentor at Variety and Stewart Middle School and a Norristown Garden Club member.
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Promise Trees
Tanja Swanson

The year 2020 was as difficult for Oregonians as it was for everyone else all across
the globe. We were all trying to stay safe and stay home. Then on Labor Day high
winds swept through our super dry state and it felt like all of Oregon was on fire.
Everyone had a to-go bag ready to flee the flames. Many of our Oregon State
Federation of Garden Clubs (OSFGC) friends actually had to evacuate, some for
weeks on end! The rest of us had to deal with smoke coming from all directions.

After the fires died down and most of us had helped with food, shelter and
clothing needs, some of our members indicated that they wanted to do more;
give trees to homeowners who were rebuilding. We call it “Promise Trees.” We
contacted our local state senator, who brought us in contact with the Oregon
Office of Emergency Management. All were enthusiastic about the idea. We
decided to go with $50 vouchers. With the help of OSFGC members, the Oregon
Department of Forestry, Keep Oregon Green, Oregon Association of Nurseries,
County Building Departments and Oregon Fire Marshals - we have a whole team
working on this.

We received very generous donations from the National Garden Club Disaster
Grant and from other State and National officers. We are now ready to print the
vouchers and send 55 vouchers to each county that lost homes in the fires. | am
so grateful for everyone’s donations and empathy! It warms my heart that
Garden Club members from all over the Nation found it in their heart to help with
this big project. Thank you to everyone who helped! We still need many more
dollars, so if you still want to donate that would be great. To send money, please
make out check to:

OSFGC Promise Trees Project
C/o Margaret Taylor

PO Box 81

Hood River, OR 97031-0003

“Promise Trees” is not the only thing that our State has funded. After the fires,
we challenged our members to collect enough pennies for Penny Pines to be able
to pay for 100 plantations by May 31, 2021. We surpassed that way back in
January and now have paid for 148 plantations, more than $10,000! The
difference is that Penny Pines pays for tiny trees that will grow into a forest over
a period of 20 years. “Promise Trees” vouchers will help a homeowner buy a tree
that will give shade and shelter in the next few years. Urban trees are just as
important in a neighborhood as the forest is to the planet. Our goal is to give
people who lost everything, their homes, their memories and their
neighborhood, a sense of place again and trees play an important role. Thank you
so much for donating to this worthwhile project.

Tanja Swanson is the immediate former president of the Oregon State Federation of
Garden Clubs.




SAVE

the
PAST

Preserving Garden Club Records

Joe Da Rold

What began out of concern to preserve our historical records
from damage and loss reached fruition this year with an
online portal of digitized documents. Hundreds of hours have
been spent since 2017 tracking down and collecting records
from the garages and basements of club members. This
article is not about how to replicate our project, but about
the issues every garden club should be discussing.

Part One: The start of the Archive Program by the Rake and
Hoe Garden Club of Westfield, NJ was the unexpected
convergence of the new President being overwhelmed by a
mountain of boxes...

“Oh my!l received the president's files the other
day - 12 boxes/containers of stuff, some with
noticeable high-water marks!” Pat Wilson,
President, August 20177.
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... and a concern by a new member, a former Archivist, that
the club’s records were at risk of loss and damage.

In deciding to write the history of the club’s flower shows and
house tours, the Archivist quickly discovered that records
were not centralized. They were stored by previous past
presidents and event chairs and lay forgotten in their garages
and basements, where some became brittle and water-
damaged. Other records vanished if members left the club.

Lesson Learned: Create and maintain an inventory.

An Ad Hoc Archive Committee was formed, and a call went
out to members to learn who was storing what. Curiously, an
early newsletter revealed that some 30 years ago, the club
had a similar moment of awareness, reaching out to
members to restore its complete collection of yearbooks.

(Continued on page 19)
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Every yearbook
was recovered.
Records of major
events, such as
fundraisers, were
the hardest to
locate. Most were
still at the homes
of event chairs.
Some had Books of
Evidence (BOE) and
others had photo albums. Other members discovered they
had kept miscellaneous memorabilia. They were all eager to
transfer their old boxes of records to the Archivist.

Lesson Learned: Replace cardboard storage boxes with
lidded see-through plastic tote boxes.

It was not long before the Archivist’s dining room was
overrun with boxes and boxes of files. So began the first step:
weeding through files, discarding unnecessary duplicates of
schedules and irrelevant papers. At one point there were five
copies of the same yearbook. Two years into the project, 100
newsletters were found in the President’s files, filling in gaps
from the 1970s and 1990s.

Lesson Learned: Never stop looking: Archival work is not a
closed-end activity.

Thanks to having these records available, a 20-page History of
the Club’s Flower Shows and House Tours, 1954-2018 was
published one year after we started. It included photos of
many programs and schedules. Members now know not to
throw anything club-related away.

“l found a program from 1986 and 1994. Also have
bookmark, postcard, ticket and program from
2014. Also, a lot of old paperwork | haven’t really
looked at. Let me know if you want any of these.”
Sharon S.

“l found a box of old Deck the Halls files in my
closet. Rather than toss them, | thought | would
drop them at your house for you to go through.”
Betsy C.

Part Two: Now that the club’s records were in one place,
where would they be stored? The most logical suggestion
seemed to be to rent a self-storage unit, but this was not a
viable solution. Placing these records, the history of our club,
into off-site storage would not preclude loss by fire or flood.
For seventy years of operations, our newly condensed
holdings include all yearbooks - one small box, six decades of
monthly newsletters - two fat binders, BOEs and photo
albums from 30 flower shows and house tours - seven tote
boxes and miscellaneous publications.
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Monthly storage-unit fees were a drawback to many and
limited access to the materials was a stumbling block. As the
club’s newsletter editor, | can vouch for the importance of
having the records close at hand for research. | am now able
to write a monthly column on the club’s history.

Could the files be microfilmed? Not practical for access.
Digitization? Maybe, but who has the time, scanning
equipment, and know-how to tackle a collection this large?

After months of intense discussion, outsourcing the scanning
was agreed upon to be the best solution. A survey was done
of companies who worked with small non-profits, such as
libraries or historical societies, and had facilities in our state.
(We were reluctant to ship to an out-of-state facility for fear
of loss or damage.) How much would this cost us? Did we
have the funds? One member strongly lobbied for machine-
readable records, enabling keyword access.

Ironically, even though we have completed the bulk of the
digitization, we are still faced with the original question: what
do we do with the paper records?

There are a thousand good reasons for not throwing anything
away, but nostalgia could not stand in the way. Meeting
minutes, in particular, were fading and indecipherable. The
committee bit the bullet with a quick decision to have the
club’s minutes scanned and destroyed. Decisions about other
records have proven to be difficult. There is a sentimental
attachment for keeping all of the yearbooks, but very likely
we will consider “sampling” other items. We recognize that
some items should be saved for display at garden club
conferences and community events. COVID-19 has slowed the
decision making since the committee could not meet in
person to review the documents.

Lesson Learned: You need to be brutal, but there is room for
indulgence.

Part Three: The issue of digitization was controversial.
Members debated the need for having a digital archives site.
Who would look at it? What topics would anyone search for?
Few of us look at the club’s website, why would they look at
this? It was pointed out that the content of the archives site
made it a different animal from the topical nature of the
website. For all members to have searchable access, it was
necessary to have a web portal.

Several members protested the huge cost. It’s a lot of money!
Fortunately, the club had sufficient capital reserve funds.
Some felt that the funds should be spent on yet-unspecified
community projects. Others argued that the club had been
debating how to spend reserve money for years and never
spent it.

(Continued on page 20)
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